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MARTHA GRAHAM DANCE COMPANY

SitelinesFestival

Martha Grahammight have smiledat the thought of performing
her 1936 artiwar piece GChronicleGon the streetin front of the
New York Stock Exchange. War and big business have been
known to have anaffi nity, after all. But Grahamfelt strongly
about otherissuesof the timestoo, and so when nature
interveredto require program changes there wereplenty of
darncesto draw from.

The company had openedthe Lower Manhattan Cultural
CouncilOsSitelinesfegival on Friday with excerpts from
OClonicle.OBut the sun made the stage burning hot, and
someof the dancer$bare feetbecaneblistered Threesolos

) Blakeley White-McGuire of the Martha Graham
were substituted for plamed programsSaurday and Sunday;, company.

to no less provocatve effect

The comparyOwividly effecive introductions to each piece,spokenby David Zurak, amember
of the troupe, set eachsolo in the context of Graham()body of work. CBererata MoriscaQOcreaed
around 1920 ard performedby Blakeley White-M cGuire, wasthe sort of vaudevillianeffort that
Graham would soon leave behind. The solo, Mr. Zurak said, could have beenperformedto
ertertain shahs and kings. Ms. White-M cGuireOsnaking arms ard come-hither hards might well
ertertain the corporate barons who have takenthe placeof royalty today, their palace being the
handsome, stolid marlde building behind the darncer with its Americanfl ags fl ying everywhere
But Ms. White-McGuireOsorso hadthe tau strength of aread/ bow. Graham found power even
infrivolity.

Her 1937 eepSang,Oa protes against EuropeanFassism during the Sparish Civil War, was
powerfully plain. All three soloists maragedto fill the vag open space around them, though some
of the subtletieswere lost. Miki Orihara, who danced Meep Song,Ocommunicated clearly the
warring impulsesof defiance and degair. And Jemifer DePalo-RiveraOsly performarce of the
powerfully giddy O%iyric Fegival SongO(1932) hada small boy in the audience giggling along
with nearly every move in this somewhat self-mocking dance. JENNIFER DUNNING

The freeoutdoor Sitelinesfedival continuesthrough Sept. 14 at public areasthroughout
Manhattary (212) 219-9401 or Imcc.net/sitelines



