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  Contact: Liza Green 
Grants & Services Associate 

           212.219.9401 x129
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
LOWER MANHATTAN CULTURAL COUNCIL ANNOUNCES 
2008-2009 CREATIVE CURRICULA GRANT RECIPIENTS 

 
 

(New York, NY) November 25, 2008 —Lower Manhattan Cultural Council is pleased to 

announce the 16 recipients of this year’s Creative Curricula matching grants, a local 

arts-in-education initiative. Creative Curricula supports partnerships between teaching 

artists, cultural organizations and Manhattan schools for projects integrating arts and 

non-arts subjects in the classroom.  

 

Creative Curricula is funded and supported by the Local Capacity Building Initiative of 

the Arts in Education Program at the New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA). The 

Local Capacity Building Initiative is a statewide effort to provide local support for 

widespread participation in arts in education.  

 

“We are very proud to be promoting such creative partnerships in Manhattan’s 

classrooms,” said Maggie Boepple, President of LMCC. "The Creative Curricula 

program plays a vital role in fostering New York’s future artists and leaders, and 

demonstrates the many ways arts can enhance student learning.” 

 

This year, Creative Curricula will provide $27,300 in support of arts-in-education 

partnerships in Manhattan schools. Out of 28 applicants, 16 projects were awarded 

matching grants. The projects will explore a wide range of academic subjects from the 

history of immigration in the United States to the math behind building bridges. A 
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diversity of artistic disciplines will also be represented including playwriting, graphic 

novel illustration, tap dance, and digital photography. Projects will be taking place in 

schools from Upper Manhattan to Chinatown and the Lower East Side. Some highlights 

of this year’s Creative Curricula projects include first and second graders using mask-

making to explore Taino culture and GED students using Flamenco dance as a starting 

point for studying the history and culture of Spain. 

 

Among the grantees are The Kitchen and Liberty High School for Newcomers, 

partnering to provide weekly in-classroom arts workshops that integrate English and 

History curricula with instruction in movement, video, sound, and music, culminating in 

a student-created multimedia performance. Merce Cunningham Dance Company is 

partnering with Public School 3 for a six-week collaborative project that will allow fourth 

grade students to create and perform their own dances, working with DanceForms, a 3-

D computer animation program. A complete list of grantees and project descriptions is 

attached. 

 

ABOUT LMCC 
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council (LMCC), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, has been a leading 
voice for arts and culture downtown and throughout Manhattan for 35 years, producing 
cultural events and promoting the arts through grants, services, advocacy, and cultural 
development programs.  www.lmcc.net.  
 

 

                                                                                LMCC’s official media sponsor 
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CREATIVE CURRICULA 2008-2009 GRANT RECIPIENTS 
 
Amas Musical Theatre and Coalition School for Social Change 
$1450 
To support a 16-week artists-in-school residency in which an Amas Teaching Artist 
works with classroom teachers to assist two classes in researching their communities' 
and families' immigration histories.  The program crosses the curriculum as writing and 
research are formulated into performance pieces presented to the entire school and 
school community. 
 
Arts Connection, Inc. and P.S. 188 (The Island School) 
$3100 
To support a 15-week project for three classes of first and second grade English-as-a-
Second-Language students. Participants will develop literacy skills through the study of 
the Taino culture and the creation of artworks using artmaking processes mastered by 
the Taino civilization. 
 
Arts for All, Inc. and P.S. 15 (Roberto Clemente Elementary School) 
$600 
To support a project that will increase kindergarten and first grade children's phonemic 
awareness and letter recognition through a multi-art curriculum focusing on movement, 
music and visual arts, in order to improve their reading, writing, and verbal expression. 
 
  
The Children's Art Carnival and Hamilton Heights School 
$1,675  
To support the work of Children's Art Carnival teaching artists in partnership with 
Hamilton Heights School classroom teachers to effectively integrate visual arts into the 
academic curriculum. 
 
Children's Museum of the Arts and P.S. 124 (The Yung Wing School) 
$1,175  
To support "Learning Through the Graphic Novel," a project that will explore academic 
subjects through the creative process of writing and illustrating graphic novels. 
Students will share the work with the local community by exhibiting it in the school's 
library, the Chatham Square New York City Public Library, and at the Children's 
Museum of Arts. 
 
Merce Cunningham Dance Company and P.S. 3 
$2,500  
To support a six-week collaborative educational pilot project that will allow students 
and teachers to create and perform their own dances, working with DanceForms, a 3-D 
computer animation program.  
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El Mundo Del Flamenco, Inc. and ReStart 
$2,130  
To support the integration of Flamenco arts, culture, and history into the GED 
curriculum in the NYCDOE's District 79 program in alternative education. A series of 
lessons and demonstrations in Flamenco will incorporate the five GED subject areas: 
reading, writing, science, social studies, and mathematics.  
 
Hester Street Collaborative, Inc. and Dr. Sun Yat Sen Middle School 131 
$2,040  
To support Hester Street Collaborative's 20-session design-build workshop geared 
towards a school campus transformation at M.S. 131. This project is a direct result of 
work performed in the 2007-2008 school year, in which the M.S. 131 school community 
identified a need and interest in transforming their school campus into a place for the 
rotating display of student artwork. 
 
The Kitchen and Liberty High School Academy for Newcomers 
$2,600  
To support a partnership between The Kitchen and Liberty High School for Newcomers, 
an English-as-a-Second-Language public school to organize weekly in-classroom arts 
workshops that integrate English and History curricula with instruction in performance, 
movement, video, sound/music, and language-based arts.  Students will collaboratively 
create a multimedia theater piece that tells their own stories, culminating in a final 
performance at The Kitchen's theater in Chelsea. 
 
Making Books Sing and P.S. 155 (William Paca School) 
$1,150  
To support a project in which P.S. 155's third, fourth and fifth grade classes will adapt 
memoirs into plays and musicals as part of an expanding, integrated theatre curriculum. 
 
Manhattan Theatre Club and Bayard Rustin Educational Complex 
$1,440  
To support Manhattan Theatre Club's 2008-2009 partnership with the Bayard Rustin 
Educational Complex, which will intergrate theatre and language arts with a curriculum 
that includes playwriting and theatre visits to Manhattan Theatre Club. 
 
Midori & Friends and P.S. 42 
$720  
To support Musical Learning Adventures, which introduces students to multi-cultural 
artists and traditions through interactive workshops and concerts tied to curriculum in 
Social Studies and English. 
 
Mount Vernon Hotel Museum and Garden and The Ramaz School 
$840  
To support Jim Lowe Taps Manhattan, a four-session program that uses drama and 
dance to provide a historical context for the origins of tap dancing in early 19th-century 
New York. Students will learn the basic elements of tap dancing and at the same time, 
examine primary sources that highlight African-American life in New York both before 
and after the abolition of slavery in 1827. 
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The Salvadori Center and P.S. 334 (The Anderson School) 
$1,680  
To support a project in which P.S. 334 second graders will learn all about the design 
and construction of bridges and their place in the built environment, as part of their 
Social Studies curriculum on New York City. The project will include field trips to view 
bridges as well as designing and building bridges in the classroom. 
 
Wingspan Arts, Inc. and P.S. 77 (Lower Lab Elementary School) 
$1,350  
To support a project in which Wingspan Teaching Artist, Lynn Marlowe, utilizes drama 
as an educational tool to enhance classroom learning. The project will include the 
creation and performance of student-written productions based on material studied in 
Social Studies classrooms at P.S. 77. 
 
Urban Arts Partnership and Technology, Arts, and Sciences Studio 
$2,850  
To support year-long collaborative Digital Photography programs integrated into 
English and Social Studies curricula for four Middle school classes.  Two sixth grade 
ELA classes will address unit concepts of symbolism through the creation of paired 
poetry and photograph slide shows.  Two eighth grade Social Studies classes will 
create original photographic representations of themes from units that include issues of 
early 20th Century American Immigration. 


