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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Set And Drift, Art Lands on Governors Island 

 
 

Site-specific art installations on Governors Island, 
July 16th ÐAugust 13th, 2005; 

 
Outdoor, day-long launch event July 16th with film 

and music in collaboration with Rooftop Films  
 
 
 

(NEW YORK, NEW YORK) Ð June 13, 2005 Ð Lower Manhattan Cultural 
Council, New York CityÕs premier downtown non-profit dedicated to revitalizing 
Lower Manhattan through the arts, announced today that they will host a public 
art exhibition on Governors Island. Dedicated to providing free art in 
unexpected downtown venues and committed to supporting emerging artists, 
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council is excited to debut Set and Drift, a site-
specific, historic, month-long art exhibition on Governors Island, opening on 
Saturday, July 16th, and continuing through Saturday, August 13th, 2005.  
For reservations, schedule, and tickets, please visit www.lmcc.net/setanddrift 
 

About Set and Drift: 
 

Set and Drift: n. In navigation, external forces acting on a ship that 
make it deviate from its intended course. 
 
DonÕt you wonder about happened on Governors Island? And why is this 
mysteriously quiet placeÑ just a few minutes from ManhattanÑ on the verge of a 
huge comeback?  Set and Drift artists land on this historic landscape, with art 
installations, radio transmissions, and video projections set among the forts, 
mess halls, and officersÕ housing on the Island. Explore. Take a walk. Have a 
picnic. Imagine what was, and what could be. 
 
To celebrate the opening of Set and Drift, Rooftop Films will present an 
evening of short films and animations around the theme Lost at Sea on 
Saturday, July 16th at 8:30PM. On an island that has remained just beyond the 
publicÕs consciousness, Rooftop Films and LMCC present this film series about 
people and places that have been abandoned, forgotten, or willfully set adrift. 
From a swashbuckling animated Ahab hunting an elusive egg, to an abandoned 
astronaut and his ghostly friends, to a boat full of pirate monkeys, the filmmakers 
take the theme of ÒLost at SeaÓ both literally and psychologically. 
* Dress warmly and bring a blanket to sit on. 
 
 



 

About the Artist Projects 
 
Jesse Bercowetz and Matt Bua bring to life a civil-war officerÕs house. Using 
materials scavenged from the island, the artists build an architectural addition 
that contains a makeshift museum, complete with objects, images and sounds 
that play with unusual facts and fictions of the island.  
 

Anna Craycroft offers a peek into the interior of a ColonelÕs house, covering the 
windows of the 19th century residence with phantom-like drawings of furnishing 
that might have once filled its rooms. 
 

neuroTransmitter and Daniela Fabricus build a lo-power FM radio-station that 
transmits from a tree-ÒfortÓ. The fort absorbs and broadcasts sounds from the 
environment, both natural and artificial, and transmits them to radios planted 
around the island.  
 

Serge Spitzer, internationally renowned artist, installs Thousand Islands, 1997, a 
two-channel video projection in the artillery storage magazine underneath historic 
Fort Jay. Thousand Islands was originally produced for the exhibition ÒEpicenter 
LjubjanaÓ curated by Harald Szeeman in 1997 at the Museum of Modern Art in 
that city, and this is its first presentation in the US. At times curious, amusing and 
sometimes even uncomfortable, this ambiguous work catches viewers in a visual 
crossfire. Is this staged theater, a real bloody event, or only some flying 
tomatoes? 
 

Leo Villareal transforms the darkened shape of the island at night into a glowing, 
shifting shoreline. Using clusters of animated LEDÕs, VillarealÕs installation marks 
Governors IslandÕs place in the harbor while mirroring the patterns and 
reflections of the waves and tides. The lights are best viewed after dark from 
Battery Park City, the Staten Island Ferry, and the Brooklyn Bridge. 
  
Jennifer Zackin weaves brightly colored rope around sections of trees to create 
a pattern that echoes the notes of the military call TAPS. The colors correspond 
to the wavelength of each note and act as a visual farewell to the IslandÕs military 
past.  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
About Lower Manhattan Cultural Council 
 
Lower Manhattan Cultural Council (LMCC) is the leading voice for arts and 
culture in downtown New York City, producing cultural events and promoting the 
arts through grants, services, advocacy, and cultural development programs. 

 
 About Rooftop Films 
 
 Rooftop Films is a non-profit film festival and production collective that supports, 

creates, promotes, and shows daring short films worldwide and in a weekly 
summer rooftop film festival. For more information and summer schedule, please 
visit www.rooftopfilms.com. 
 

Set and Drift Opening Day Ð July 16 2005 
 
Event Schedule:  
2:00pm Ð7:30pm       Set and Drift exhibition viewing open to public 
2:00pm Ð 4:00 pm    National Park Service Ranger Tours of Historic District 
3:00pm, 5:00pm      Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP) Points of Interest Tours 
        * meet at Fort Jay entrance (first come first serve)                 
7:30pm        Live music on the Parade Grounds 
8:30pm        LMCC and Rooftop Films present Lost at Sea 
 
National Park Service tours: 
Departing frequently from the Governors Island Bookstore 
 
Ferry Schedule: 
 
$6 round trip ticket.  
* early reservations encouraged, www.lmcc.net/setanddrift 
 
Leaving Manhattan: 
On the hour from 2:00pm Ð 8:00pm 
 
Leaving Governors Island: 
On the half until 9:30pm, 
* also 10:15pm, 10:55pm, 11:25pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Getting to Governors Island July 19th Ð August 13th 
 
Saturdays:  
All installation sites will be open and viewable. 
Ferries depart on the hour from 10:00 Ð 3:00 PM, returning on the half-hour from until 
5:30 PM.  
 
Free National Park Ranger tours of the Island are also available on Saturdays, leaving 
from the Governors Island Bookstore.  
 
Ferry tickets available at www.lmcc.net/setanddrift 
 
Tuesdays Ð Fridays : 
Ferries depart at 10:00am and 1:00pm for National Park Ranger tours only. 
On weekdays, access to the installations is limited to what can be seen on the National 
Park Ranger tours. Tours leave from the Battery Maritime Building at 10:00 AM and 1:00 
PM.  
The Battery Maritime Building is located at 10 South Street, Slip 7, adjacent to and 
northeast of the Staten Island/Whitehall Ferry Terminal in Lower Manhattan. Pre-
purchased ferry tickets are required to board the Governors Island ferry. 
 
Ferry tickets available at www.lmcc.net/setanddrift. 
 
Mondays:  
Governors Island is closed to the public. 
 
Set and Drift  is produced in association with Governors Island Preservation and 
Education Corporation (GIPEC) and National Parks Service. Special thanks to Goldman 
Sachs & Co (Community Team Works Volunteer Program).  
 
Additional information about GIPEC at www.govisland.com;  
For more on the Governors Island National Monument visit www.nps.gov/gois.  
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